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Kika de la Garza, M C
92-351
WPSHINGTON. D C -- Near the end of this year's session of Congress I had the
privilege of acting as floor manager for passage of a measure of considerable importance
to our South Texas fishing industry.
This was a bill to extend the Fishermen's Protective Act, which otherwise would
have expired February 8, 1973. The legislation authorizes the Secretary of Commerce to
carry out a cooperative program for insurance on certain losses incurred as a result of
the seizure of a U S commercial fishing vessel by a foreign country on the basis of rights
or claims in territorial waters or on the high seas which are not recognized by the
United States. One section of the law provides that any owner of a U S commercial fishing
vessel, upon application, may enter into an agreement for such coverage with the Secretary
of Commerce.
Guarantee payments are provided to participating vessel owners to cover damage,
destruction, loss, or confiscation of the vessel, fishing gear or other eqUipment, dockage
and utility fees, payment to the owners and crew of the market value of fish confiscated
or spoiled··durlllg detention of the vessel, and payment to owners and crew of up to 50
percent of the estimated gross income lost as a result of the seizure or detention.
Since the program was started in February 1969, it has been received with
enthusiasm by the U S ~ommercial fishing industry. Forty-five guarantee agreements were
placed in effect for the fiscal year 1969,66 for 1970, 214 for 1971, and 213 as of last
June 15 for the 1972 fiscal year. Of the 213 agreements for 1972, 103 are for tuna
vessels and 110 are for shrimp vessels.
Cost of the cooperative program is paid on a matching fund basis by the partici-
pating vessel owners (60 percent) and the Federal Government (40 percent) •
* * *
THE PEOPLE'S HOUSE -- The end of a congressional session, when its record is
being examined by the people, seems an appropriate time to recall words spoken about
Congress at Widely different times by two great Americans.
During the extended debates on the framing of the U S Constitution at the
Philadelphia Convention of 1787 a number of questions about the legislative body of the
new government were discussed at length. Momentous decisions were reached by the state
delegations assembled there.
The basic premise was that the Congress to be established must be truly
representative of the people. George Mason of Virginia expressed the concensus of the
delegates when he said that members of Congress "should sympathize with their constituents,
should think as they think and feel."
Many years later, Texan Sam Rayburn, who was Speaker of the U S House of
Representatives longer than any other man, voiced a similar sentiment in speaking of the
apprOXimately 3,000 men and women with whom he had served. Said Speaker Rayburn: They
1 "were representative, in the most literal sense of the word, of the peop e.
Our nation has undergone vast changes in the 185 years since the provisions of
the Federal Constitution were hammered out in Philadelphia. Congress also inevitably has
changed. But the concept expressed by Mason in 1787 and by Rayburn in 1959 remains valid.
The United States Congress, chosen by the American people, is in the long run necessarily
representative of them.
My own duty is to the people of the 15th Congressional District of Texas. My
first thought since I was sent to Congress has been, and still is, to represent them
truly and well.
* * *
FOUR FRIENDS GOING -- Two years ago I was appointed a member of the House Merchant
Marine and Fisheries Committee. During these two years I have found the Chairman of the
Committee, Rep Edward A Garmatz of Maryland, keenly aware of the interest of our Gulf Coast
area in this committee and always helpful to me in my efforts to forward that interest.
Now, I regret to say, my friend Garmatz is retiring from Congress, where he has served for
more than 25 years. This outstanding public servant, a man who has earned the gratitude
of everyone concerned with U S commercial shipping, will be missed in the House of Repre-
sentatives--and by me.
My other committee is that on Agriculture, and there, too, we are losing by
retirement three veteran members with whom it has been a great priVilege to work-- Rep Tom
Abernathy of Mississippi, who has served since 1943 and Rep Watt Abbitt of Virginia since
1948, as well as Rep Page Belcher of Oklahoma, the committee's ranking Republican who has
been in the House since 1951. All true gentlemen of the Old South and the wonderful West
they have been helpful to me--and to South Texas--on many occasions, from the time I
became a member of the Agriculture Committee on entering Congress right down to the present.
These are good friends to have, men of great intelligence and ability, hard working, and
possessed of a delightful sense of humor. My good wishes go with all of them on their
retirement from the House of Representatives. This is when the Nation loses.
* * *
VISITORS FROM HOME-- Visiting my office from home this week were Mrs D C Patton
of RaymondVille and Mr Nelson de Villiers of McAllen.
* * *
